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AGENDA


Backward design definition



Unit design components:
–

Standards

–

Knowledge

–

Essential Understandings

–

Guiding Questions

–

Skills

–

Summative Assessment

What does
“backward design”
mean?
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Stages in the Backward
Design Process

STAGE 1: Identify desired results.
What should students know,
understand, and be able to do?

STAGE 2: Determine acceptable evidence.
What will we accept as evidence of student
understanding and proficiency?
STAGE 3: Plan learning experiences and
instruction. With clearly identified results and
appropriate evidence of understanding in
mind, how can educators now plan
instructional activities?
Figure 1.1 (adapted) from Understanding by Design by Wiggins and McTighe

What components
are included in a
unit template used
to design
curriculum?
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Unit of Study





Subdivision of instruction within your subject
matter; might be interdisciplinary
3-6 weeks in length
Culminates in a summative assessment
Examples:
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Communities
Medieval Japan
Forces and motion
Fractions
Diet and nutrition
Impressionist art
Narrative reading and writing
www.kathyglassconsulting.com

“Central to teaching is what we ought to teach—what
we want students to know, understand, and be able
to do. To be an expert teacher is to continually seek a
deeper understanding of the essence of a subject, to
increasingly grasp its wisdom. That understanding is
key to a teacher’s role in curriculum planning. It is
difficult to imagine someone becoming a great teacher
without persistent attention to that element of the art of
teaching.”
Integrating Differentiated Instruction + Understanding by Design by Tomlinson and McTighe
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Standards
Essential
Understanding

McREL 41: Level III.3: Understands the influence of
Nazism on European society and Jewish culture (e.g.,
resistance movements to Nazi policies); RI.7.1 Cite
several pieces of textual evidence …
Essential Unit
Guiding
Question

Lesson Guiding
Questions

How and why • What does “Righteous
might people
Among the Nations” or
courageously
“Righteous Gentiles”
help others?
mean?
• Who were Oskar
Schindler, Irena
Sendler, Raoul
Wallenberg?
• Who else performed
courageous acts
despite great personal
risk during the
Holocaust or another
www.kathyglassconsulting.com
era? Why and how?

To counter
unjust leaders
and support
righteousness,
individuals
might
courageously
help others to
survive.

Skills

• Cite textual
evidence to
support
analysis
• Make
inferences

Standard

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. (L.CCR.5)

Essential
Essential
Lesson Guiding
Understand- Unit Guiding
ing
Question
Authors use
a
combination
of literal and
figurative
language
which
readers must
interpret to
fully
comprehend
and
appreciate
the text.

Why do
authors use
figurative
language?

Questions

• What is the difference between

•
•
•

•

these sentences: (1) Sally’s
teeth are straight and clean. (2)
Sally’s teeth are like white
picket fences?
What is literal language? What
are examples from the story?
What is figurative language
(FL)? What are types of FL?
What are examples from the
story? Why does the author
choose to use FL? What
impressions does it leave?
Where can you include FL in
your writing?

Skills

• Define literal
and
figurative
language
• Cite
examples
from text
• Interpret
figurative
language
• Write using
figurative
language
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Standard

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of
substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and
relevant and sufficient evidence. (W.CCR.1)

Essential
Essential
Understand- Unit Guiding
ing
Question
Introductions
provide
context for
an argument
and give
writers an
opportunity
to make a
favorable
impression
on readers.

How can I
draw in
readers and
clearly stake a
claim?

Lesson Guiding Questions Skills







What is a debatable topic • Introduce a
or issue I can use as the
claim
basis for my argument?
through
What claim can I make?
thesis
statement
How can I write a thesis
statement to stake a
• Provide
claim? Where should I
context
include my thesis in my
introduction?
What strategies can I use
to begin my argument to
get my reader’s
attention?
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Standard

Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of
conversations and collaborations with diverse partners,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly
and persuasively. (SL.CCR.1)

Essential
Understanding

Essential Unit Lesson Guiding Questions
Guiding
Question

By engaging in
collaborative
discussions with
diverse partners,
people can
articulate their
ideas, refine
their thinking,
appreciate
different
viewpoints, and
deepen their
understanding of
a topic.

How do I use
discussions
with others to
help me learn
more about a
topic?

• What are collaborative
•
•
•
•
•

Skills

• Prepare for

discussions?
collaborative
discussions
How do I prepare for these
• Articulate
discussions?
ideas clearly
What are the rules I need
to learn?
• Acknowledge
others’
Who do I work with for
viewpoints
these discussions?
What is my role? What are • Use textual
evidence
other roles?
How do these discussions
help me? What should I
expect from them?
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How might
standards be
grouped together
for a unit of study?

13

What does the term
“knowledge” mean?
What knowledge
items do I list for my
unit?
14

What do you want students to KNOW?







Facts
Dates
Terms/Vocabulary
People
Places
Examples

Types of Poetry
 Haiku
 Limerick
 Concrete Poetry
 Ballad
 Epic
 Lyrical
 Free Verse
 Blank Verse
 Sonnet
 Cinquain
Meter
 Foot
 Accent (stress)
 Iambic
 Pentameter

POETRY UNIT
Sounds of Poetry
 Alliteration
 Assonance
 Consonance
 Onomatopoeia
 Repetition
 Rhyme
 Rhythm
Figurative
Language
 Imagery
 Simile
 Metaphor
 Personification

Poets
 ee cummings
 Dickinson
 Frost
 Hughes
 Longfellow
 Poe
 Sandburg
 Shakespeare
 Shelley
 Soto
 Walker
 Whitman
 Yeats
© Kathy Glass
www.kathyglassconsulting.com

What are essential
understandings?
Why are they
important?
How do I write them?
17

Essential Understandings
1.

Settings impact characters’ perspectives and actions
which can influence the plot.

2.

The purpose and audience for writing shape the
content, structure, and style of an author’s work.

3.

A well-organized and developed argument
facilitates the flow of ideas and promotes
understanding.

4.

The structural organization of government can
contribute to equity, balance, and the division of
labor.

5.

Rules and laws guide people to live safely, be respectful
citizens, and help avoid conflicts.
18
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Questions That Drive
Essential Understandings


What do you want your students to really
remember beyond the individual facts?



What is the essence of this particular unit of
study? The “so what” factor?



How can you help students transfer the
knowledge they learn across subjects and
grades?



How can you help students make various
connections: text-to-self, text-to-text, text-toworld?

Mapping Comprehensive ©Units
to the ELA Common Core Standards K-5 & 6-12
Kathy Glass ▪ www.kathyglassconsulting.com
by Kathy Glass

What story might a
teacher use to address this
essential understanding?

Historical settings provide a
unique backdrop that defines
characters, alters their
perspectives and beliefs, and
stimulates their actions which
can impact the plot.
www.kathyglassconsulting.com

What VERBS are used to connect
the underlined concepts in
these essential understandings?
1.

Communities change throughout time by
the cultural contributions of people who
live there.

2.

Settings influence characters’ actions
and perspectives.

3.

Authors structure texts to organize
content, develop ideas, and help facilitate
comprehension.
© Kathy Glass ▪ www.kathyglassconsulting.com

What are the differences between
entries in Columns A and B?
A

B

Paragraphs are
#1 organized in a
logical order in an
informative paper.

Logically organizing
paragraphs in a sequential
fashion facilitates
comprehension.

Context clues are
#2 what readers use to
help understand
words.

Context clues provide
readers with a means for
deciphering unknown
words which supports
overall comprehension.
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What are the differences between entries in Columns A and B?

#3

#4

A
New York communities
have a long history and
have changed greatly
from the time of early
explorers to today.
In The Hundred Dresses,
Maddie realizes that
standing by while Wanda
was bullied made her an
accomplice and just as
guilty of bullying as the
other girls who taunted
her.

B
Communities change and
grow throughout time by
the cultural and religious
contributions of people
who live there.
Those who stand by and
witness an act of bullying
perpetuate the negative
behavior thereby serving
as accomplices in
persecuting others.
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EU Brainstorming Exercise
Concepts:

1.

-Tools
-Survival

2.

The use of tools allows
humans to secure
resources more efficiently.

3.

The evolution of more
sophisticated tools
contributes to a community’s
growth and development.

4.

Humans seek needed
resources and develop
technology to secure and
exploit those resources.

5.

People use the physical
environment for survival.

-Humans
-Resources
-Evolution
-Growth
-Development

Tools are a way that helped
man survive.

-Technology
-Environment

As humans
evolve, they
develop the
technology to
use
resources in
more
sophisticated
ways to
survive and
grow.
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Does it satisfy this criteria?
Choose 1 essential
understanding:

• Characters traits,
motivations, and
feelings drive their
actions and contribute
to plot development.
• Communities change
and grow throughout
time by the cultural
and religious
contributions of people
who live there.



is a complete sentence



focuses on at least two
concepts



forms a relationship
between the concepts using
strong verbs



can transfer to apply to other
situations across time



represents what you really
want students to
understand about the unit



answers a big question that
you want them to realize
© Kathy Glass ▪ www.kathyglassconsulting.com

What are unit and
lesson guiding
questions?
Why are they
important to unit
design?
26

W.CCR.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and
digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each
source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.
Essential
Understanding

Unit Guiding
Question

Lesson Guiding Questions

Evaluating and
choosing credible
sources enables
writers to identify
effective reasons
and supporting
evidence to
effectively
persuade readers.

#5: How and
why do I
evaluate the
credibility of
sources?

Lesson 5.1: What do I need to
consider about the sources on the
Electoral College that I use?

Source: joint project with Google Inc.

L 5.2: How do I decide which
source to use (i.e., my textbook,
the National Archives website, or
www.howstuffworks.com)?
L 5.3: How might the tone or style
of my sources’ writing on the
Electoral College impact its
credibility?

CC Reading for Literature Standard: Compare and contrast two or more characters,
settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text.
(RL.5.3).

Essential
Understanding

Unit Guiding
Question

Lesson Guiding Questions

Comparing and
contrasting the
elements of literature
within a text help
readers delve more
deeply into the
reading to define
ideas, clarify thinking,
and improve
comprehension.

#2: Why do
readers compare
and contrast
settings,
characters, and
events in a story?

Lesson 2.1: Who are the characters
in Tuck Everlasting? How are they
alike and different?
L 2.2: What are similar and
dissimilar settings in Tuck?
L 2.3: What events seem similar?
How so?
L 2.4: What specific similarities and
differences about particular
characters, settings, or events help
you to better understand this novel?
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Native Americans:
Their Way of Life
How and why do people use and adapt
to the environment?
 How does environment shape cultural
practices?
 How and why do people rely on
interdependence?
 How do societies use systems of
government to solve and prevent
conflicts?
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Narrative:
The Art of Entertainment
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

How do authors develop descriptive
settings?
How do characters move the
plot forward?
How does dialogue help to develop a
story?
How do writers create a short story?
How do grammar and conventions
help writers communicate ideas?
© Kathy Glass ▪ www.kathyglassconsulting.com

The Art of Communicating in a
Foreign Language


How do we benefit from mastering a
foreign language?



How do language skills contribute to
mastery?



Why does speaking with an accent
matter?
© Kathy Glass ▪ www.kathyglassconsulting.com

What are skills?
How do I identify
skills for my
targeted unit?
32

“The Standards define what all students are
expected to know and be able to do,
not how teachers should teach.” (Intro., p. 6)


Write arguments to support claims with clear
reasons and relevant evidence



Create an organizational structure



Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions,
concrete details, quotations, or other information and
examples



Ask and answer questions to demonstrate
understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text
as the basis for the answers

Skill Examples


Interpret graphs and
analyze data



Distinguish between fact
and opinion



Summarize current events



Critique a play



Collect data



Tally results



Create a timeline



Construct a model



Predict outcomes



Work collaboratively



Formulate hypothesis



Arrive at consensus



Compare perspectives



Group objects according to
shape
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Activity Examples






Read current events about
childhood obesity and
create a public service
announcement based on
consistent findings
Create a timeline of the
Middle Ages using
graphics, pictures, and
captions
Share predictions about
outcomes of characters in
Stone Fox using concrete
examples from the text



Find and show examples of fact
and opinion in Beauty and the
Beast and Cinderella



Compile a list of students’
favorite activities; tally the results
and arrive at a conclusion



Compare perspectives of Tories
and Loyalists during the
American Revolution time period
from several nonfiction
selections; choose a side and
write a diary entry from this
viewpoint

kathytglass@yahoo.com
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168-169 (K-5), pp. 192-3 (K-12)

What is a review of
KUDs?

37

Write arguments to support claims in an
analysis of substantive topics or texts, using
valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient
evidence. (CCRA.W.1)

KNOW

•
•
•

KUD Example:
Argumentation
Introduction

Debatable topics
Thesis statement purpose and structure
Introduction strategies

UNDERSTAND

Introductions provide context for an
argument and give writers an opportunity to
make a favorable impression on readers.

ESSENTIAL
GUIDING
QUESTION

How can I draw in readers and clearly stake
a claim?

DO

• Introduce a claim through thesis
statement
• Provide context
© Kathy Glass ▪ www.kathyglassconsulting.com

CCRA.R.2. Determine central ideas or
themes of a text and analyze their
development.

KUD Example for
Language Arts: THEME

KNOW

Definition of theme

UNDERSTAND

Thoughtful readers use textual
evidence to support their impression
of theme, and verify it as the reading
develops to enhance their
comprehension.

ESSENTIAL GUIDING
QUESTION

How do readers determine the theme?

DO





determine and analyze theme
identify universal themes
connect themes across literary
works
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What are some
examples of
summative
assessments?
40

Mapping Comprehensive
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Common Core Standards

6-12 by Kathy Glass,
pg. 252-3

Mapping Comprehensive
Units to the ELA Common
Core Standards

K-5: p. 103
6-12: p. 140
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Kathy Glass, Glass Educational Consulting
469 Eleanor Drive
Woodside, CA 94062
Phone: 650-366-8122
E-mail: kathy@kathyglassconsulting.com
Website: www.kathyglassconsulting.com

See Kathy’s website:
• Webinar links (WestEd and Corwin)
• PPt presentations, downloadable resources, information about
my books
• PD 360 Group – JOIN!
• PD Topics:
• ELA Common Core SS
• Text-dependent questions
• Close Reading
• Curriculum mapping
• Unit and lesson design
• Differentiation
• Ask for additional topics, if interested
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