
PRESENTED BY 

Kathy Glass
Glass Educational Consulting

www.kathyglassconsulting.com
kathy@kathyglassconsulting.com

Effective Writing Strategies and 
Assessments to Boost Achievement

ILA #0638 | Austin, TX | July 22 from 1:00 – 2:00

Handouts on ILA and www.kathyglassconsulting.com websites



Session Topics

• Author’s Purpose

• Characteristics of a Genre & 

Criteria

• Thesis Statements  

• Complex Sentences

• Revision Tool



WHAT ARE DIFFERENT 
PURPOSES FOR 
WRITING?



Task

① Read the introductory 
paragraphs.

② Identify the purpose for 
writing in each paragraph.

③ Explain your reasoning.
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Why did the author 
write this piece?
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The author wrote to 
______.



#1: When handwashing clothes, first fill a bucket or 

sink with one to two gallons of water. Add a mild detergent. 

Then dip your clothes in the water and swish them through 

the water so that they are fully saturated and absorb the 

detergent. Next, rinse your clothes with warm, clean water 

until they are no longer sudsy and the water that runs off 

them is clean and without bubbles. Finally, let your clothes 

air dry. You should not hang these clothes to dry, as hanging 

them could cause them to stretch. Instead, lay these delicate 

clothes flat to dry.  (WikiHow, n.d.)

(Re) Designing Argumentation Units by Kathy Glass (Solution Tree, 2017)



#2:  As I finished my second lap, I felt a stench of sweat 

dripping from my body.  Trying to hide my cramp, I 

sprinted around the azure line that framed the track 

despite the pain. As my heart beat faster with each step, 

my curly brown hair flew in a gesture that caught the 

light of the sun. The jeans I rolled up starting unraveling. 

While running, the scented spring flowers turned into a 

swirl of a magnificent painting by Da Vinci. I started 

feeling dizzy and fried like a sizzled egg.  My thumping 

feet went faster as I heard Diane cheering like a broken 

siren urging me to the finish line.
Student Sample



#3: Among wolves, communication is a very highly 

developed skill.  For instance, the howl of the pack leader 

has many different meanings.  Most of the time a lone howl 

is a warning for other packs.  It tells them to stay away, for 

there are many young to be protected and food to be 

guarded (O’Toole 23).  A howl can also be a way of 

marking their territory.  Many wolves howl when they feel 

another pack is too close.  Some wolves howl when they 

are lost or trying to find another member of the pack.  Most 

wolves use this howl at least once a day to locate missing 

pups or other pack members (Primate). (Achieve the Core)

(Re) Designing Argumentation Units by Kathy Glass (Solution Tree, 2017)



#4:  The day my son Laurie started kindergarten, he renounced 

corduroy overalls with bibs and began wearing blue jeans with a 

belt. I watched him go off the first morning with the older girl next 

door, seeing clearly that an era of my life was ended, my sweet-

voiced nursery-school tot replaced by a long-trousered, swaggering 

character who forgot to stop at the corner and wave good-bye to me.

He came running home the same way, the front door slamming 

open, his cap on the floor, and the voice suddenly become raucous, 

shouting, “Isn’t anybody here?”

At lunch, he spoke insolently to his father, spilled his baby sister’s 

milk, and remarked that his teacher said we were not to take the 

name of the Lord in vain.
“Charles” by Shirley Jackson, 1948



#5:  According to The New York Times, in 2006, U.S. District 

Judge Gladys Kessler ruled that tobacco companies Altria, 

Lorillard, Philip Morris USA and R.J. Reynolds Tobacco hid 

and denied the health risks of smoking in pursuit of greater 

profits. The courts have forced the companies to release 

“corrective statements” in newspapers and on major news 

channels. Although these statements are a step in the right 

direction, their sparse design does not catch people’s 

attention and, therefore, does not effectively spread their 

information to the public.

McKenna Tanner, age 15, The New York Times Learning Network



Author’s Purpose
• To entertain

• To explain or inform

• To persuade

• To describe

• To express feelings
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Turn & Talk

How can you use 
or adapt this 
strategy?



Author’s Purpose
• To entertain

• To explain or inform

• To persuade

• To describe

• To express feelings
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WHAT ARE THE 
CHARACTERISTICS 
OF A GENRE?



① Create a graphic organizer using the following words 
and phrases in a way that you think makes sense. If you 
want to add any words/phrases, please do.

third person plot central conflict

when character introduction

first person rising action time

where theme place

point of view falling action elements

central message antagonist climax 

setting resolution protagonist

② Write a paragraph that explains your graphic organizer.

Preassessment





Mapping 
Comprehensive 
Units to the ELA 
CCSS 
By Kathy Glass



Mapping Comprehensive 
Units to the ELA Common 

Core Standards 
By Kathy Glass 
(Corwin Press)



Task Time
①Read an argumentation sample. 
②Place the provided labels next to 

evidence of argumentation 
characteristics. (You may not need 
to use all labels.)

③Use post-it notes to write on and 
indicate additional characteristics.

④Be ready to support your 
impressions.
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Intro
••Hook and context
••Thesis to stake a claim

Body

••Reason
••Evidence
••Elaboration (Commentary) 
••Ending sentence

Counter
-claim

• Acknowledge counterargument and 
address opposing claim (can be woven 
into body ¶s or its own ¶)
••Restate thesis and main points
••Might have a call to action
••Leave impression

Con-
clusion

Structure of an Argument



Sources for Student and Published 
Writing Samples

The New Art and Science of Teaching Writing by K. Glass & R. Marzano (Solution Tree/ASCD, 2018)
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WHAT ARE THE WRITING 
EXPECTATIONS?



ROUND TABLE Strategy
①Take out one piece of paper per group.
②Each group member is to have a pen or pencil.
③Raise your hand if your birthday is closest to New Year’s 

Eve. You are first.
④The first person begins a bulleted or numbered LIST by 

writing down one item to answer the question: What 
does a strong short story include? Add elements 
of strong writing in general, too.

⑤Continue to pass the paper clockwise. Each person enters 
one word or phrase to answer the question. No sentences, 
please.

⑥Avoid duplications. Read all the previous entries before 
writing yours.  

Mapping Comprehensive Units to the ELA Common Core by K. Glass

Pg. 1



What does a strong short story and writing, in general, include?



Compare brainstorm list with 
teacher-prepared checklist

q The title captures my story in an original 
and creative way.

q I show awareness of task, purpose, and
audience. 

q I introduce the narrator and establish and 
maintain a consistent point of view. 

q My beginning engages readers. I present a 
setting, characters, and a central 
conflict. 

q My plot is original.
Kathy Glass | www.kathyglassconsulting.com



(Re)Designing Narrative Writing Units by Kathy Glass (Solution Tree)

Pg. 2



Pg. 3

The New Art and Science of Teaching Writing by K. Glass & R. Marzano (Solution Tree/ASCD, 2018)



Student Checklists
• Written in 1st person point of view for 
students

• Present tense 
• Use as a guide while writing 
• Use checklist as an instructional tool
• Accompany checklist with revision sheet
• Brief statements; reminder of lesson 
content

© Kathy Glass ▪ www.kathyglassconsulting.com



(Re)Designing Narrative Writing Units 
by Kathy Glass (Solution Tree)

Narrative Rubric Excerpts

Scoring criteria

Criteria descriptors

Levels of performance
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Scoring criteria

Criteria descriptors

Levels of performance

Argumentation Rubric Excerpts



ARGUMENT THESIS 
STATEMENTS



Intro
• Hook and context
• Thesis to stake a claim

Body

• Reason  
• Evidence
• Elaboration (commentary)
• Ending sentence

Counter
-claim

• Acknowledge counterargument and 
address opposing claim (can be woven 
into body ¶s or its own ¶)

Con-
clusion

• Restate thesis and main points
• Might have a call to action
• Leave impression

Structure of an Argument

© Kathy Glass ▪ www.kathyglassconsulting.com



“An argumentative or persuasive piece of 
writing must begin with a debatable thesis or 
claim. In other words, the thesis must be 
something that people could reasonably have 
differing opinions on. If your thesis is something 
that is generally agreed upon or accepted as 
fact then there is no reason to try to persuade 
people.”

Source: Purdue OWL

Developing a Topic



IDEA DEVELOPMENT
o I show I’m aware of the task, purpose, and audience.
o I include a distinctive or original title to support my topic.
Introduction:
o My introduction engages 

readers and provides a 
context for my argument.

o I stake a claim for my 
argument by a clear thesis 
statement that begins with a 
subordinate clause.

o My argument is based 
on a debatable topic or 
issue.

Body paragraphs:

o Each topic sentence is a 
logical and valid reason that 
supports my argument and 
connects to the thesis.

o I give proper attribution 
to my sources through 
in-text citations.



Non-debatable thesis statement:
Pollution is bad for the environment.

What are other non-debatable topics?

Source: Purdue OWL



DEPT. 
CLAUSE ,

INDPT. 
CLAUSE

Complex Sentence

Since athletes are 
sensitized to maximizing 
their performance,

they are motivated 
to illegally take 
steroids.
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An independent clause is the 
same as a simple sentence; 
therefore, it can stand alone.

A dependent clause depends
on something else and 
cannot stand alone. 



DEPENDENT CLAUSEDEPENDENT 
CLAUSE

SUBORDINATING
CONJUNCTION

SUBJECT

VERB



Subordinating 
Conjunctions



Constructing dependent clauses
Subordinating 
Conjunction

Subject Verb

After
Although
Before
Even if
If
Since
Until
When
While



DEVELOPING A THESIS 
STATEMENT

TOPIC DEPENDENT 
CLAUSE 

(set up for the 
argument)

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE
(argument)

Global 
warming

After reviewing 
scientific data,

it is now a known fact that 
global warming is impacting 
the earth and causing erratic 
weather conditions.

Govern-
ment 
surveil-
lance

Since innocent 
people fall 
victim to terrorist 
events,

the government should be 
allowed to monitor all global 
communication to avoid 
such crimes.
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Turn & Talk

42

Using the pattern presented, 
write a thesis for one of the 
argumentation topics listed 

(next slide).



Choose a topic below and draft a 
thesis statement to share.

Task Time
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Group Task
① Reread the introductory 

paragraphs for argument essays.

② Locate the thesis statements. 
Which thesis statements follow 
the pattern? Which do not?

③ Use the pattern to rewrite the 
weakest thesis.
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WRITING REVISION TOOL
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Descriptors
The opening provides 
context and draws in the 
reader.

There is a clearly stated 
thesis to stake a claim.

Mapping Comprehensive Units to the ELA CCSS, 6-12 & (Re)Designing Argumentation Writing Units by Kathy Glass

Revision Sheet Excerpt
Excerpts from Paper

Write a sentence from the 
intro that compels readers to 
keep reading:

Write the thesis:
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Descriptors
The writer states 
three reasons to 
support the thesis. 
The reasons are 
expressed as topic 
sentences.

There writer 
supports each 
reason with 
evidence and 
accompanying 
commentary.

Revision Sheet Excerpt
Excerpts from Paper

Write three reasons to support claim:
1.
2.
3.

Write evidence:
1.

What is the 
commentary?
1.

2. 2.

Mapping Comprehensive Units to the ELA CCSS, 6-12 & (Re)Designing Argumentation Writing Units by Kathy Glass
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The New Art and Science of Teaching Writing by K. Glass & R. Marzano (Solution Tree/ASCD, 2018)



Revision Sheet Action Items

1) * Strong 

2) (   ) Needs attention

3) Leave blank –
Isn’t there.
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Turn & Talk

ü How can you use a revision 
sheet? (See pp. 4-6 of Word 
document.)

ü How can it benefit 
students?



Session Recap

• Author’s Purpose

• Characteristics of a Genre & 

Criteria

• Thesis Statements  

• Complex Sentences

• Revision Tool



Kathy Glass, Glass Educational Consulting
469 Eleanor Drive
Woodside, CA 94062
Phone: 650-366-8122
E-mail: kathy@kathyglassconsulting.com
Website: www.kathyglassconsulting.com

Website:
• Downloadable lessons, templates, activities, and more
• Webinar links  
• List of my books
• PowerPoint presentations 
• PD topics/partial client list
• Edivate – JOIN for free resources!

Keep in touch!


